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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing this update to inform area residents and workers 
of the Hamilton Industrial Park of the status of activities at the Cornell-Dubilier Site in South Plainfield, New 
Jersey. Investigations conducted by EPA have revealed the presence of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) 
and heavy metals at the Cornell-Dubilier Site (also known as the Hamilton Industrial Park). The Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (a federal health agency that evaluates risks to public health from 
environmental contaminants) has reviewed the available data and concluded that PCBs are present in surface 
soils at the Site at levels of concern for people who work at the Site. For more information about the health 
effects from exposure to PCBs and ways you can reduce your exposure to PCBs from the Site, see the ' . •' , 
accompanying fact sheet titled "Polychlorinated Biphenyls and Cornell-Dubilier: Facts for Workers and 
Area Residents". / 

What is the Cornell-Dubilier Site? 

The Cornell-Dubilier Site is located at 333 Hamil
ton Boulevard in South Plainfield, New Jersey. 
The Site occupies approximately 25 acres and is 
bounded by Hamilton Boulevard to the northwest, 
Spicer Avenue to the southwest, a wetlands area to 
the southeast, the Bound Brook and Conrail tracks 
to the northeast. 

Cornell-Dubilier operated at the Site from 1936 to 
1962 manufacturing electronic components includ
ing capacitors. During that period of time, 
Cornell-Dubilier handled and may have disposed 
of or arranged for the disposal of PCBs at the Site. 

The Site is currently known as the Hamilton 
Industrial Park and is occupied by 15 businesses. 

What is the status of EPA's investigations? 

Sampling conducted by EPA has revealed the 
presence of a wide variety of contaminants including 
PCB's, lead and cadmium in soils at the Site and in 
the water and sediment the Bound Brook which 
borders the Site. PCBs are the primary contaminant 
of concern at the Site due to the levels found in soils 
and the potential health effects from long-term 
exposure. Additional investigations are required to 
determine the extent of contarnination in soil and 
in the water and sediment of the Bound Brook. 

EPA has initiated a study to determine the impacts 
of contamination of the Bound Brook on the 
surrounding community . The goals of this study 
are to provide the data necessary to determine the 
extent of contamination in the Bound Brook; 
evaluate potential threats to public health; and 
evaluate potential threats to wildlife in the stream 
corridor. i 



What actions will be taken to address health 
concerns at the Site? 

Under Superfund, EPA can respond to a release or 
the threat of a release of hazardous substances by 
conducting a removal action or requiring responsi
ble parties to conduct a removal action. Removal 
actions are short term operations to reduce or 
eliminate the threats to public health or the envi
ronment associated with the release of hazardous 
substances. 

EPA has issued an Order to the property owner to 
stabilize the Site. Thisi Order requires the owner' 
take actions to limit access to areas of known PCB 
contamination, limitthe migration of contami
nants off-site to the stream which borders the Site 
and pave driveways and parking areas within the 
industrial park. EPA has received a schedule for 
from the property owner which specifies that plans 
for this work will be completed by the end of May 
and that construction will start in June. 

What are the results of interior sampling? 

PCBs have also been found in the interiors of some 
of the buildings at the Site at levels in excess of 
EPA guidelines for cleanup of PCB spills. PCBs 
pose a long-term health threat to the people who 
work in these buildings. 
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What will be done to address contamination 
within the buildings? 

The property owner has been informed of the 
contamination within the buildings and has stated 
that they will work with EPA to address this 
problem. 

Who do I contact for more information? 

For information about the Site contact the South 
Plainfield Health Department at (908) 226-7634. 

For information about the health effects from 
, exposure to PCBs or other environmental 
contaminants contact the Agency for Toxic 
Substances Control and Disease Registry (ATSDR) 
at (908) 906-6931. 

For information about EPA's investigations and 
the response action required to address health 
concerns at the Site contact Eric Wilson at (908) 
906-6991. 

Responsible parties under Superfund include 
current and former owners or operators of the 
facility. EPA has notified the current property 
owner and a past operator of their potential liabil
ity for the Site. 


